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Learning to play chess is great for developing skills of memory and analysis; understanding cause,

consequence and planning ahead. Also, playing games in general is important for children to learn

about sharing, discipline and following rules. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable

edition of this title.
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Superbly illustrated including lots more chess board diagrams than other childrens guide. It has

much more "beyond the basics" content than any of the other usually classic illustrated children's

guides from Dorling Kindersley, Kingfisher, and even the others from Usborne itself.Most of the

other childrens guides merely show what the pieces look like (a pawn is a pawn is a pawn)and how

they move with a teensy bit of strategy very reluctantly put in so as not to frighten the horses. This

seems to be the one illustrated childrens book which not only simply explains but also graphically

SHOWS the strategy in much much much more detail with copious illustrations. If a picure is worth a

thousand words then this book is worth millions and is a quantum leap above the others. If you want

science fantasy 3D abstract illustrations which are beautiful for adults to look at (but either confusing

as hell or simply irrelevant in learning chess) then the Kingfisher guide is superb. But if you want

your kid ( and maybe yourself) to really understand what the pieces are actually doing and the finer

points of strategy involved, then the many many more colour (usually) 2D pictures in this book can't

be beat.It packs more content which is easy to understand in a 108 page beginners guide than



some of the 3oo plus pages pot boilers written for adults by some grandmaster players who can't

teach for nuts. This Usborne guide has quite comprehensive sections on the opening, middle game

and end game with lots of examples and board shots. It also has quick internet chess links on the

Usborne site which are aimed at helping kids and beginners understand.
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